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T 
he GSSA has traditionally 
been based on the science 
and practice of rangeland 

ecology and pasture management.  
With the demise of Government 
research institutions in South Africa 
and a declining interest in agricul-
tural science at our tertiary institu-
tions there has been a dramatic 
decline in professionals and practi-
tioners with research and scientific 
expertise in forage production, and 
pasture science in particular.  A 
consequence of this is a dramatic 
decline in individuals who could 
contribute to the development of 
technology in support of pasture 
production systems in South Africa. 

It is therefore not surprising that 
contributions on all aspects of pas-
ture production to scientific/
technical meetings such as the An-
nual Congress of the GSSA are 
now few and far between. A natural 
result of this is that researchers, 
practitioners, specialists and advi-
sors who used to attend GSSA con-
gresses, to be exposed to and dis-
cuss the latest information in pas-
ture research and management, 
and network with colleagues from 

around the country, are less able to 
justify attendance of GSSA meet-
ings. 

The GSSA recognises that it 
must change with the times if it is to 
live up to its stated vision to 
"Promote rangeland ecology and 
pasture management in Africa".   
GSSA Council is therefore making a 
concerted effort towards providing a 
forum for promoting this vision.  To 
achieve this we are contacting vari-
ous role-players who have an inter-
est in pasture and forage production 
issues.  Together we can identify 
how the forum should be developed 
within GSSA structures to suit the 
needs of researchers, advisors, 
technical experts and practitioners 
in support of the pasture manage-
ment industry in Africa. What we 
need to do, off course, is to ensure 
that all potential role players are 
aware of the personal and business 
benefits that such a forum would 
provide. 

We would encourage members 
who are involved in pasture produc-
tion to guide Council in the develop-
ment of the forum.  What must 
Council do to ensure that those in-

 

To all members and others with an interest in 

cultivated pastures and forage production – 

what can the GSSA do for you? 
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volved in promoting pasture produc-
tion systems in southern and the 
rest of Africa have a meaningful and 
effective forum in which to advance 
the pasture and forage production 
industry? 

Let us know!  Contact the Ad-
ministrator, the Grassroots Editor or 
the President and send us your 
views. 

Your Society is alive and well.  
Membership is growing, we are fi-
nancially sound and well managed, 
we have a high quality scientific 
Journal and popular newsletter.  A 
highlight for members is a well-
organized and vibrant Annual Con-
gress.  All this is essentially due to 
our strong and enthusiastic mem-
bership who are involved in the 
fields of veld management and ecol-
ogy, wildlife management, conser-
vation of natural resources, sustain-

able livelihoods from veld, livestock 
production from veld and pasture, 
and so on.  Council believes that we 
can use the positive capacity of the 
Society towards developing a 
mechanism whereby the GSSA can 
restore its role in support of the pas-
ture and forage production industry 
in southern Africa and the African 
continent. 

The GSSA has made a start by 
allocating a full day on its program 
for the next Annual Congress in 
Grahamstown that will deal with 
scientific, technical and practical 
aspects of pasture production for 
the dairy industry.  In addition a 
one-day post-Congress tour has 
been arranged to visit dairy produc-
ers in the Alexandria region of the 
Eastern Cape. 

SASAS (KZN) Research Symposium 

2007 

University of Zululand 
Wednesday, 27

th
 June 2007 

Agriculture in Action: Animal production 
 

The University of Zululand and SASAS (KZN Branch) invite you to a research 
day at the University of Zululand. 

 
Tea and a light lunch will be provided. 
 
Registration: R80 (R60 for students) 
Call for Abstracts: 
Please would anyone interested in presenting their work or research submit their 
abstracts to moorem@dae.kzntl.gov.za by the 11

th
 of June 2007. 

RSVP : Please RSVP by the 11
th
 of June 2007 to Martina Moore 033 355 9256 

or moorem@dae.kzntl.gov.za 


